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thrown out of the windows and removed to safety, and
though the fire attacked the glass bridge across Douglas
Place, which connected the Westbourne Grove premises
with the Queen's Road premises, it was prevented from
crossing the gap, and eventually brought under control
at about half-past nine. In the midst of the conflagra-
tion an odd sight was presented by a group of half-
clad girls who ran out of the workpeople's entrance at
No. 43 with wraps hurriedly thrown over their heads
and clothing in their hands. They fled back to the
dormitories in Hatherley Grove, there to take refuge
and finish their interrupted toilet.

While twenty fire-engines continued to pump water
on the smoking ruins the uninjured shops were opened,
and customers began to be diligently served as though
nothing were amiss. Whiteley himself viewed the de-
vastation with his characteristic coolness, and replied
to the eager questions of the newspaper reporter:
" How did the fire originate? Well, I will tell you,"
he began. " We have a fireman inside in the premises
and another outside all night, and every kind of pre-
caution is taken. The men are trained firemen, recom-
mended by Captain Shaw for their trustworthiness.
This morning at half-past five the inside fireman was
on the first floor of No. 41, when he thought he saw
some smoke, and came down into the shop. He at
once saw that one of the wrappers that cover the goods
in the fixtures against the wall was on fire. It spread
both right and left with alarming rapidity, so he rushed
to one of the hydrants, to which hose and nozzles are
always attached, and turned on the water, and began
to play on the fire.. . . The iron doors on the premises
did good service, and assisted very materially in keep-
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